
OPEN HOUSE 
for 

H ELPING PAW S 
40th ANNIV ERSARY 

 
 

Celebrate with us! 
 

Sunday / October 4th 
2500 Harding Lane 

12:00 to 2:00 pm 
 

 Tours – Prizes  
 Refreshments 

 

… MARK YOUR CALEND ARS …  
so you  a n d  you r  f a m i l y ca n  jo i n  u s 

on  t h i s  f u n - fi l l ed  d a y o f cel ebr a t i on .  

PA W  PRIN TS 
SPRIN G/SU M M ER, 20 0 9 

History 
Of 

Helping Paws 
_______________________ 

 

· 1969 Foster program    
established until strays 
can be found permanent, 
loving homes. 

 

· 1971 Helping Paws       
incorporated as the first      
no-kill animal welfare 
association in McHenry 
County 

 

· 1995 Helping Paws 
rented its first facility in 

     Ridgefield, which was  
only able to house cats. 

   
· 1998  Purchased and     

remodeled a 3,000 square 
foot  building in Crystal 
Lake, which could house 
up to 60 cats and 7 dogs. 

 

· 2006 Designed, built and 
moved into its current 
10,000 square foot        
facility in Woodstock, 
with the ability to care 
for more than 3 times 
the number of cats and 
dogs. 

Fox Valley HELPING PAWS Animal Welfare Assn.  -  2500 Harding Lane  -  Woodstock, IL 60098      815.338.4400 
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WISH LIST 
 

Bath Towels (used)        Friskies Canned Cat Food 

Bleach (Clorox only)                Loaf/Pate style (not shredded or with gravy) 

Cat Beds          Garbage Bags (Tall Drawstring 13 gal.) 

Cat Litter Deodorizer (Arm &        HE (High Efficiency) Liquid Laundry Soap 
     Hammer)                                  Kitten Formula (KMR or Hartz)                         
Cat Toys                                         Litter (clay or clumping) & Litter Boxes (all sizes) 

Dog Leashes (leather)                   Paper Towels 

Dog Toys (Kong only)                     Rubber Gloves (Playtex) Medium & Large 

Dustbroom/Dustpan sets             Sponges (3M Scotch-Brite Heavy Duty) 

Electric Heating Pads                     

Feliway Spray                                 Also:   The shelter recycles aluminum cans, 

Foil Cake Pans (12x8x1)     cell phones & ink cartridges (no toners) 

 

Annual Sponsors  
 

All About You Salon     Amy’s Place Pet Grooming  

Fox Valley Animal Hospital     Hartland Veterinary Clinic 

Invisible Fence     Klassic Image     Lazer Extreme of Crystal Lake 

Northwest Herald    Route 14 Street Rental   

 The Woodstock Independent    Tuf-Tite 

   Wonder Lake Veterinary Clinic    Woodstock Farm & Lawn Ctr. 
 

‘Panting for Paws’ Sponsors  
 

         Running Depot        Animal Emergency & Rehab. Clinic  

         Bark Busters             Crystal Lake Pediatric Dental Ltd.   

        Crystal Lake Veterinarian Hospital           Fox Valley Dentists 

                    Great Music D.J.       Joseph’s Marketplace   

            Home State Bank    Invisible Fence    Northwest Herald  

        Nutrisoda       Schneider Electric         Woodstock Veterinary Clinic 

Annual Publication /  Issue #55 

Fox Valley HELPING PAWS Animal Welfare Assn. 
2500 Harding Lane - Woodstock, IL 60098 

815.338.4400  www.helpingpaws.net 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President  
Isie Mortimer 

 

Vice President  
Donna Matejka 

 

Treasurer  
 Mark Daniel 

 

Secretary 
Marlene Mugavero 

 

DIRECTORS 
Ginny Covalt 
Amy Edwards 
Pam Gauvin 
Sherry Gelasi 

Randy Lancman 
Elaine Norkett 
Nancy Norris 
Julie Rader 

Ravelle Schwab 
Sue Thomson 
Judy Treptow 

Arlene Upatnieks 
 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Dr. J. Chemelewski, DVM 

 

STAFF 
Joy Current - Shelter Manager 
June  Hartje - Kennel Manager 

Hours of Operation:  12:00 to 4:00 pm 
Wednesday through Monday 

(Including Saturday & Sunday) 
Closed Tuesdays 

This year’s dinner dance was held April 5th at D’Andreas…  joined 
by the Broadway cast of Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding.   It was a unique 
and fun-filled evening with lots of great food, entertainment, and 
dancing. 
 

Much of the success of this year’s dance goes to the local       
businesses that donated all the items that made up the wonderful 
array of Silent Auction baskets.  Space being limited, we cannot 
acknowledge all of you, but would like to extend our heartfelt 
thanks for all those donations that made this year’s dance the 
best ever!   THANK YOU SO MUCH!  
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  In 2002, Cashmere, along with 12 other 
cats, was rescued from a cat hoarder 
and brought to the shelter.  She had 
been kept in a carrier for years, laying in 
her own urine and feces with barely 
enough food or water to stay alive.  When 
we took her frail 4 lb. body out of the  
carrier, we found her fur all matted and 
full of bugs.  Her nails had grown full  
circle back into her paws.  
    She was so weak we didn’t think she’d 
make it through the night.  It must have 
been her  extraordinary  will  to  live  that  

gave her the strength she needed to survive. 
       She was nurtured back to health and 
after several months was adopted.  She was 
returned because she sometimes forgot to 
use her litter box.  She became a resident 
cat and member of the shelter’s family.  She 
found her way into everyone’s heart, and was 
loved by all the staff and volunteers.   
   Her health had been declining the last    
couple of years and our vet kept trying to 
keep her with us for as long as he could.  
Finally she let us know it was time to let go, 
so we all said good-bye to her for the last 
time.  She passed away on February 14, 
2009.                                              …  by Sherry Gelasi 

CASH MERE 

We’l l  m i ss y ou , a n d  
h ope t o  see you  
a cr oss t h e R a i n bow 
Br i d g e som ed a y!  

Nestle Purina Pet Care (NPPC) 
Donates to Local Animal Shelters 

 

           Special thanks to Anna Hicks, an employee of NPPC, who 
arranged to collect hundreds of pounds of dog and cat food 
to  donate to two local no-kill animal shelters... Assisi Animal 
Foundation and Helping Paws Animal Shelter.  Also            
participating in arranging for pet food donations was Nicole 
Harrison from Masterfood.   
 

      The food will be used at the shelters and also made   
available to needy pet owners.  Helping Paws also plans to 
give a substantial amount to the Crystal Lake Food Pantry for 
pet owners struggling in the current economy.  Both shelters 
are extremely grateful to Anna, Nestle Purina Pet Care, Nicole 
and Masterfood for these generous donations. 

 

Pictured from left to right are Helping Paws  
Director Pam Gauvin, Assisi volunteer Peggy 

Dohr, and Helping Paws President Isie Mortimer. 

 

This recollection is an example of what unexpected costs can occur with shelter animals.  Even in this               
struggling economy, emergency issues must be faced regardless of the cost.  If you would like to help  make  a   
donation to cover medical bills such as Mindy’s, your support will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.                                                                                                                   

MI ND Y MINDY almost died four different times the early part of this year: 

· Transferred from a kill-shelter before scheduled euthanasia. 
· Developed a very critical upper respiratory infection. 
· Serious complications occurred during a routine spay procedure. 
· Emergency surgery performed for a diaphragmatic hernia that  
      could have caused serious damage to both her liver and spleen. 
 

Our sweet little girl came out of all these ordeals with love in her heart and 
her tail wagging as usual.  Having successfully overcome all her adversities, 
she is now well on her way to a full recovery and a long and happy life. 

          Escaped death 4 times! 



ROSE 

STARDUST 
1/25/08 

QUEENIE 
8/25/06 

KELSO 
9/25/05 

L IZZY 
4/20/07 
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CATS, CATS & MORE CATS! 
(The forgotten ones) 

 

    When plans for the new shelter were drawn up, becoming a   
reality in December 2006, upon entry was a Kitten Room to the 
right and a Cat Room to the left.  Each was large enough to     
comfortably house at least 60 to 80 animals at any one time.  Little 
did we realize that most of the year both rooms would house just 
adult cats! 
 

     Kittens, puppies and dogs come into the shelter on a regular  
basis, and luckily most are adopted out… many within just a few 
days.   It is always such a joy to see them leave with their new 
owners, looking forward to a wonderful life together with their 
adoptive families.  However, many of the adult cats, through     
absolutely no fault of their own, remain at the shelter for months, 
even years.   
 

     It is so very sad for the staff and volunteers to watch week after 
week, month after month and, yes, even year after year how so 
many adult cats are overlooked.  Some are shy, others playful, 
many very affectionate.   They all have their own unique story of 
how they came to be at the shelter.  We’re sure there are equally 
diverse individuals and families that would match so well with 
one or more of them, yet again and again they are overlooked. 
 

     Pictured here are a few of these wonderful, mature cats along 
with the date they came into our shelter.  We hope some of you 
may get a chance to stop by and give them a chance to capture your 
hearts.  If there isn’t  any room in your life now for one of them, 
please consider making a donation to enable us to continue caring 
for them until they are the one chosen from all the rest to go home 
at last! 
 

     Thank you for your caring.                           … by Marlene Mugavero 

LOVEY 
8/1/07 



Page 5 
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HAPPY TAILS 

BELLE, adopted 2009, is a 
“puggle” that had 5 puppies at 
the shelter.  “She’s very loving & 
playful.”        Janet & Scott Laine 

TOBIAS 
 

 Adopted 
   2008 
 

“He has 
been such 
an awesome little guy from  
the start.  We go everywhere  
together…”  Stephanie Schey 

BEBE  (left) 
“Fashion Princess” 

CUDDLES 
“Court Jester”  
 

Adopted 2008 
“They enriched our lives in more 
ways than can be imagined.” 
                                       Jon & Anca Wsol 

      .    
 
 
 

 
TIERNEY, adopted  2007 
“...She’s my little shadow, and 
she is so funny!  I thank God for 
my little ‘tiger’…”  Tamara Miller

    
LITTLE     
MISSY 
Adopted  
2008 
 

“What do you mean, ‘This isn’t 
my couch’?”      
          Joe & Jane Sadowski 

 

Our apologies to all  the other wonderful adopters who also sent in great pictures and letters 
on their pets.  Space being limited, we just couldn’t print them all, but want to let you 
know how we really  appreciate your keeping in touch with us.  Thanks so much! 

    
ROSIE  
 

Adopted  
 2008 
 

Says “Thank you for loving me 
at the shelter.”  She’s now in 
her loving, forever home. 
            Paulette Forrest 

HUNTER 
Adopted  
2007 
 

“...He’s great with 
other dogs and people. He 
also just loves to be in water! 
We’re very lucky to have him.”    
        Gerry & Cindy Lycholet  

 

TULA 
 

   Adopted  
2009 

 

“Thank you Helping Paws for 
seeing that Tula and I would 
be a good match. You were 
right!“              Jeri Potter 

 
  ANNA 
  

  Adopted 
    2008 
 

“Many thanks for taking such 
good care of her and helping 
us get acquainted.”   
   Lory Curry & Jerry Peterson 
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WALK   
 for the Animals  

at the 10th annual  

Paws in the Park 
Walk-a-thon 

 

Sunday -  9/20/09   
at Veterans Acres 
(One block north of Terra Cotta [#176]  

on Walk-up in Crystal Lake) 

This year’s walk includes 
 Pet Blessings & Canine Capers  

 

Registration / Pledge forms will be mailed  
to all previous participants by August 1st. 

The form will also be posted on www.helpingpaws.net 
Any questions, please call the shelter at 815.338.4400. 
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Photos from 2008 walk 



RAISING 
      ORPHAN  
             KITTENS 

 

 
 

The following may be helpful to those who have taken 

in stray or abandoned kittens that are up to 6 weeks 

old. 

· The longer a mother can feed her kittens the     
better.  It is recommended to take feral kittens 
away from their mother at 4 weeks of age in order 
to tame them. 

· For the very young, first try to find a feline foster 
mom that would care for the kittens for several 
weeks. 

· Check the kittens for fleas.  If necessary, obtain 
flea spray from your veterinarian suitable for their 
age. 

· Keep them warm.  During the 1st week kittens 
should be kept between 88 and 92 degrees F; the 
next 2 weeks at 80  degrees.  Covered heating pads 
on the lowest setting can be used for the very 
young. 

· Have them examined by a veterinarian as soon as 
possible. Stools should be checked for worms and 
parasites. 

· Kittens from birth to 3 weeks old need to be fed at 
least every 3 to 4 hours, night and day.  Kitten  
formula (KMR or Hartz) should be used… with 
eyedroppers for newborns and bottles for older 
ones.  

· After feeding, rub the kitten’s stomach and bottom 
with a tissue or cotton ball moistened with warm 
water to stimulate discharge of waste and to keep 
them clean. 

· Weaning may begin as early as 4 weeks.  Start by 
feeding formula in a bowl, then gradually intro-
duce solid food.  Strained baby food or Hill’s 
brand “A/D” in a can works well.  You can also 
moisten dry kitten food with formula or water. 

· Litter box training can begin at 4 weeks of age. 
Place the kittens in the box after each meal.  You 
may have to take their paws and show them how 
to scratch in the litter.   

· Most important of all… pet the kittens frequently 
and let them snuggle against your warm skin.  
They need that emotional closeness. 

                                                      … by Angel Albers 

                                                                HP Medical Staff 
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FELIN E CY STITIS 
by Dr. Jeffrey Chemelewski 

Fox Valley Animal Hospital 

 

 Cystitis refers to an inflammation of the urinary 
bladder.  Symptoms may include frequent urination, 
straining, bloody urine, urination in inappropriate areas, 
and occasionally blockage.   Urinary disorders in cats are 
part of a complex syndrome brought on by a combina-
tion of  factors, including stress, highly concentrated 
urine, issues with other cats in the house, infrequent 
urination, inactivity, obesity, diet, and less commonly 
infection.  
 Treatment is multifaceted.  Most important is to 
get these cats to take in more water .  To increase  
water consumption, we recommend a strict canned food 
diet (naturally about 80% water).  Other approaches are 
to add water to the food, have running water available, 
tuna or salmon water, soup broth, lactose free cat milk, 
clam juice, etc.  Prescription diets may also be             
recommended, especially in male cats prone to urinary 
blockages. 
 The next part of the management involves     
relieving stress and enriching your cat’s           
environment .  Use many large, uncovered and clean 
litter boxes throughout the house with unscented  
clumping litter. Provide sufficient space, especially if 
you have more than one cat.  Separating cats for parts of 
the day or night is often a good idea, especially if two 
cats do not get along.  Climbing trees near windows 
would provide some entertainment,  especially if you 
place a bird feeder on the other side.  Also, play often 
with them.   
  A new pheromone aerosol product, Feliway, has 
a natural stress relieving effect on cats.  It can be 
sprayed around the house on objects and corners that 
your cat might rub against or it also comes in a plug-in 
aerosol.  Anti-anxiety medications such as amitriptyline 
or fluoxetine may also be of    benefit. 
 Finally, a complete medical workup may be  
necessary to rule out other conditions.  No drug has 
proven to cure chronic cystitis, although anti-
inflammatories, anti-anxiety medications, glucosamines 
and antibiotics may be tried. 

 

 
 

Two great ways to view  
adoptable pets on line:   

 www.petfinder.com 
                                   www.nwherald.com   

Pet s On L ine 
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Remember 
Always have your pets 

spayed or neutered. 

Fox Valley 

HELPING PAWS 
Animal Welfare Association 

2500 Harding Lane 
Woodstock, IL 60098-6921 

815.338.4400 / Fax:  815.338.4406 
www.helpingpaws.net 

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. Postage 
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Crystal Lake, IL 

Permit No. 48 

 HELPING PAWS 
CELEBRATES  

ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY ! 
 

 

 
Open House Celebration  

October 4th  
(See Page 1 for further details) 


